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Writing at the end of December 

2007, it is now eleven months s ince 

I have been in post and a great 

deal has happened in this first year. 

In the last issue of the newsletter, I 

wrote of the positive responses of 

the churches to chaplaincy in the 

workplace. In what will be the first 

newsletter of 2008, I want to 

celebr ate the rise of CPW as a 

movement and look forward to 

what is in store for 2008.  
 

First, however, I would like to thank 

everyone who was involved and 

attended the Annual Cambridge 

City Workers Carol Service held at 

Wesley Methodist Church on 

December 11 th .  About 150 attended 

and the service, organised jointly 

by CPW, John Lewis of Cambridge 

and Wesley Methodist Church, was 

well received and greatly 

appreciated.  
 

If you are a member of CPW 

(formerly called Friends), you will 

have received a letter asking you  to 

renew your membership which runs 

from January 1 st  2008 to January 

1st  2009. I do hope that those of 

you still to renew will do this at 

your earliest opportunity. We have 

also written to several CPW 

supporters inviting them to join. If 

you are reading t his and you donôt 

come into any of the two categories 

above just see enclosed sheet if 

you would like to join CPW.  
 

We do hope you will because our 

aim is to build CPW as a movement 

that works to see how faith can and 

does connect with the issues 

affecting  people in business 

commerce and the growth 

industries in Cambridgeshire.  
 

So how do we plan to fulfil our aims 

Celebrate the old, embrace the new ! 
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in 2009? With the Cambridge 

Network we are organising a lecture 

entitled ñis the writing on the wall 

for China ?ò, to be given by Will 

Hutton, th e Director of the Work 

Foundation at the Buckingham 

House Lecture Theatre at New Hall 

on January 31 st  at 6pm. Please see 

page 2  for further details.  
 

The Cambridge Consultations on 

the Future of Faith and Humanity 

launches a programme next year 

which seeks  to explore the 

resources of the Christian faith, 

engage in conversation with others 

of different faith traditions and from 

all sectors of society to address 

some of the big questions facing all 

of us. The Chaplaincy has been 

asked to host a lunch at  the T rinity 

Centre  in the Cambrid ge Science 

Park  on February 22 nd .  The aim of 

this lunch will be to enable business 

people, those working in the 

science parks, to ask a panel of 

three questions concerning the 

major issues arising from their 

work. At the time of  writing it has 

been confirmed that the Archbishop 

of York , the Most Rev and Rt.  Hon . 

Dr John Sentamu will be one of the 

speakers.  A buffet lunch will be 

served at 12 noon and the 

discussion on ñAddressing Business 

Issues and Values ò will begin at 

approxim ately 12.45pm .  
 

Finally our Annual Evening will be 

held on Thursday June 5 th  at 6pm 

at the St John Innovation Centre.  
The evening will start with the CPW 

Annual meeting and will be followed 

by a series of workshops on issues 

in the  workplace and those fac ing 

business and commerce today.  
 

Watch this space and get involved!  
 

Chris Savage   
 

  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Cambridge Network Open Meeting: 

Will Hutton on 'China and the West 

in the 21 st  Century'  

 

From his recent book 'The Writing 

on the Wall: China and the West in 

the 21 st  Century', Will Hutt on looks 

at the uneasy relationship between 

China and the West in light of the 

former's phenomenal economic 

growth -  seen by many Western 

analysts as a threat.  

 

Date/time:  6 pm Thurs 31 st  Jan.  

Venue:  Buckingham House Lecture 

Theatre, New Hall, Cambridg e.  

Organiser:  Cambridge Network  

 

Will Hutton, current Chief Executive 

of The Work Foundation and former 

editor of the Observer, argues that 

the West should embrace China and 

seek to promote better governance 

within the country by adhering to 

fundamental p rinciples such as the 

rule of law as an example of 

progress.  

 

Enabled by generous sponsorship 

from ARM, and in collaboration with 

Chaplaincy to People at Work , 

Cambridge Network is bringing this 

controversial debate to Cambridge 

with an added local perspe ctive. 

Many Cambridge science and 

technology companies are involved 

in supply chains which ultimately 

end in China or in areas of research 

and development which are already 

being addressed by the Chinese. 

Willôs presentation will be followed 

by a Q&A sessi on where leaders of 

Cambridge organisations impacted 

by the China debate will share their 

hopes and fears for working with 

China in the 21 st  Century and 

discuss how we come to terms with 

it. The meeting will finish with a 

networking drinks reception.  

  

 

Looking Ahead  

 

Will Hutton,  

 Author and  

Chief Executive of  

The Work  

Foundation  
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Will Hutton began his career as a 

stockbroker and investment 

analyst, before working in BBC TV 

and radio as a producer and 

reporter. Prior to joining The Work 

Foundation, Will spent four years as 

editor in chief of the Observer and 

he continues to write a we ekly 

column for the paper. In 1993 Will 

won the Political Journalist of the 

Year award, and he has also written 

several other best - selling economic 

books.   

 

From: 

www.cambridgenetwork.co.uk  

 

CPW Members f ree!  

Registration for the Will Hutton  

event is via the Cambridge Network 

website, the cost is £40. But by 

applying for CPW membership (see 

letter), at a modest price of £15, 

entrance is free. CPW members 

should state óCPW memberô on the 

registration form.  To register 

attendance , go to the Cambridge 

Network website (see above) and 

click on the Will Hutton event  

 

 

 
 

  

  

http://www.cambridgenetwork.co.uk/
http://www.cambridgenetwork.co.uk/news/article/default.aspx?objid=42095


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Robert Sayle and his legacy to Cambridge  

 
Though now known as John Lewis 

Cambridge, Robert Sayle was a 

much - loved Cambridge department 

store, which has stood proud as one 

of Cambridge's retail landmarks for 

over 160  years.   

 

Robert Sayle was born at Southery 

in Norfolk in 1816.  It was intended 

at one time that he should become 

a solicitor but in 1838 he decided to 

work in drapery, haberdashery etc 

for a London company. Robertôs 

father was making plans to set him 

up in business of his own in 

Cambridge and about 2 years later 

a small drapery shop in Saint 

Andrewôs Street came onto the 

market and Robertôs new venture 

began.  

 

Robert took an active part in what 

was going on in Cambridge and in 

many of his ideas he was in 

advance of his time. He was a man 

of liberal religious tolerance.  

Though he was an Anglican he felt 

strong interest in, and sympathy 

for, other denominations, in 

particular the Wesleyans.  The 

members of this community had 

until very recently suffered und er 

quite serious social disadvantages 

and Robert Sayle took a good deal 

of trouble to help in overcoming 

them.  He not only subscribed 

generously to a variety of their 

projects but also lent money, free 

of interest, to further their religious 

and education al aims.  He was 

prominent amongst a group of 

Methodists who met to consider the 

possibility of purchasing a site in 

Hobson Street with the idea of 

building a new chapel on it. It was 

Robert who eventually secured the 

purchase and on Good Friday, 6th 

April  1849, the first Wesleyan 

Chapel in Hobson Street opened.  

 

In 1864 a property at the corner of 

Lensfield Road and Hills Road was 

offered for sale by public auction 

 

ñRobert took an 

active part in what 

was going on in 

Cambridge and in 

many of his ideas 

he was in advance 

of his time. ò 
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and it seemed to some members of 

the Hobson Street Society that this 

was an excellent oppor tunity to 

build a second chapel in Cambridge.  

A meeting to discuss this was held 

in the office of Robert Sayle at his 

shop, and the outcome was that an 

offer of up to £1,200 was made: 

this was insufficient as the site was 

sold to the Roman Catholic Church  

for eighteen hundred guineas.  In 

1865 a plot of ground further along 

Hills Road was let on a 99 year 

lease to Mr. Robert Sayle and he 

suggested that this might be a 

suitable site for the proposed new 

Methodist Chapel. The opening and 

dedication services were held on 

11 th  May 1871.  

 

In the late 1860`s Mr Sayle was 

asked by the Methodist Conference 

if he would be willing to give up the 

tenancy of a small farm opposite 

the new Methodist Chapel in Hills 

Road to enable a Methodist school 

for boys to be built. He was not 

willing but it so happened that he 

had been offered the chance to buy 

the Leys estate, off Trumpington 

Road, and he suggested to 

Conference that this might be 

suitable for their purpose. After 

some hesitation Conference agreed 

and the estate was  bought with Mr. 

Sayle advancing the money and 

settled ñfor all time to be used for 

Methodist educational purposes 

under the direction of the Methodist 

Conferenceò. The loan of over 

£14,000 was repaid in 1872 and 3 

years later the Leys School opened 

its do ors to its first pupils.  

 

Robert Sayle was involved in 

various other projects in addition to 

those already mentioned.  He was a 

keen supporter of the plan to start 

the Perse School for Girls and 

Cavendish College (closed in 1892 

when the buildings were tak en over 

by Homerton College). He was also 

a guarantor of the YMCA building in 

Robert Sayle,  
 the son of a  
 Norfolk farmer  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ñMethodism will 

always be grateful to 

the man himself for 

all that he did .ó 

Chaplains  

Mr Laurie Boorman, Chaplain to businesses & shops in Cambridge  

Rev Nigel Cooper, Chaplain to Anglia Ruskin University  

Mr Terry Day, Chaplain to Cambridgeshire Police Force  

Rev Robin Giles , Chaplain to Cambridge Regional College  

Rev Christian Heycocks, Chaplain to Cambridge University staff  

Rev Stuart Wood, Chaplain to Cambridge United Football Club  

Mr Lawrence Wright, Chaplain to Railway W orkers   

Rev Jane Martin, Anglican Curate involved w ith  Huntingdon Town Centre  

 

Executive Committee  

Andrew Glover  (Chairman ), Susan Baden -Pickstock, David Ball, Robin 

Bligh, Frances Burghall , Bill Kirkman, Maggie Richardson  and Chris 

Savage  

 

Newsletter printing courtesy of Linton Free Church (URC)  

 

 

Contacts  
 

Trustees  
David MJ Ball, Chairman  
Robin Bligh, Treasurer  
Dr. Pamela Cressey  

Bill Kirkman, Secretary  
Dr. Derek Nicholls  
David CE Ridgeon   
Ven John Beer  

 

       Team Leader  
Canon Chris Savage  

31 Thornton Close  
Griton , Cambridge   
CB3 0NF  

 

Phone:  
01223 276657  

 

E- Mail:  

chris.savage@  
workplacechaplaincy.org.uk  

See us  on the web  at:  

workplacechaplaincy.o rg.uk  
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St. Tibb`s Row and the building of 

the Royal Albert Almshouses in Hills 

Road. Various other improvements 

in the amenities of the town were 

credited to his energetic influence.  

 

The name of Robert Sayle is 

prominent in the business life of the 

city but, as we have seen, 

Methodism will always be grateful 

to the man himself for all that he 

did through his negotiations for the 

purchase of sites, his generous 

giving and his interest fr ee loans 

that enabled it to embark upon 

schemes which would otherwise 

have been impossible.   

 

David Taylor  

  

Sources used:  

"The History of Methodism in 

Cambridge" by Frank Tice ,  

"A History of Robert Sayle" 

published by Robert Sayle.  

John Lewis website: jo hnlewis.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  


